
DAYTONA BEACH, FL (26 January 2010)-Michael Shank Racing will make a fifth consecutive two-car assault in the 
Rolex 24 At Daytona to kick off  the 2010 GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Series presented by Crown Royal Cask No. 16 
season this weekend. The race marks the Columbus, Ohio-based organization’s seventh campaign in the endurance 
classic. With an established record of strong showings in the race,  the team has good reason for confidence ahead 
of the event, which will be carried live on SPEED Channel starting at 3:00 PM ET.  
 
Michael Shank Racing scored 2nd in the 2006 running of the Rolex 24, and after sweeping both spots on the front 
row with a record-setting run in qualifying for the 2008 event, was in position to win the race as Sunday dawned, only 
to suffer a mechanical set back late in the day.  
 
The Michael Shank Racing driver line-up for the Rolex 24 is a strong combination of speed, experience, and possibly 
most importantly in a race of this nature, familiarity, as seven of the eight racers have previous Rolex Sports Car 
Series starts with Michael Shank Racing. Three drivers in each of the two team Daytona Prototype entires also bring 
Rolex Sports Car Series race-winning experience to bear as well.  
 
Thursday will see the grid set in qualifying (3:45 PM) as the team pursues another pole position, with the 24-hour 
event set to go green at 3:30 PM ET following the 3:00 PM ET start time for live SPEED Channel coverage. 
 
Mike Shank: Team Owner, No. 60 Crown Royal XR Ford/Riley and No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford/Riley 
“They are in my opinion the best Daytona Prototype drivers I can put in the car. Every single person in both these 
cars has a lot of Daytona Prototype experience in this race, and can wheel them hard, but smartly, and get this race 
won. Our pre-race preparation has to be spot on and that’s a big focus for us. Some things happened last year that 
were out of our control and kept us from making it to the finish. We know our cars will be quick, that we have the right 
guys driving them, and we just need to set our pace and stay out of trouble for 23 hours to be in position to win this 
thing in the last hour.”  
 
Ozz Negri, No. 60 Crown Royal Extra Rare Ford-Riley driver: 
“Like Mike (Shank) said, it’s great to have guys with so much Daytona Prototype experience in our line-up. Everyone 
gets along, we are similarly sized, so we don’t need (seat) inserts, and I think we have a very strong line up. This is a 
magical race, one that everyone wants to win-not only for the watch, but to win. Hopefully we can work enough to get 
it this time.  I am really looking forward to this year, especially to have Crown Royal Extra Rare on the car, it’s very  
motivating to have them with us.” 
 
John Pew No. 60 Crown Royal Extra Rare Ford-Riley driver 
“It’s great to try to fill Mark’s place! It’s going to be difficult, but I’m going to try my best, knowing Ozz and Mark for a 
long time and seeing how they worked together, I’m looking forward to stepping up my game even further this year. 
I’m proud and humbled to have such a great brand like Crown Royal Extra Rare with us this year on the car. I want to 
get a new Rolex watch, no question! We have a great team and we’re all very comfortable with this Ford-Riley 
package. It’s great to have all these great people with me on this effort. This team has so many guys who have been 
here from the start, that everything is seamless and so well organized. It’s a great environment and that kind of 
organization can be key in a race like this.” 
 
Brian Frisselle, No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley 
“I’m really excited to work with Michael, I think everyone made notice of the fact that he was on the top of the sheets 
all year long last year. He’s obviously very talented and I think the two of us together can hopefully be strong in the 
championship. This is a big event, and I think we have everything we need to be competitive. I am feeling very 
comfortable working with the team and I’m looking forward to having a good day at Boggy Creek on Wednesday and 
hopefully having another good day and night this weekend!” 
 
Michael Valiante, No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley 
“Michael Shank Racing always puts together a great program and the cars consistently run up front. So for the 24 
Hours, it's been really the same thing, the car's always quick there. So I definitely think that we've got the driver lineup 
to win this year. As a driver, you have to discipline yourself especially if it's in the first hour and make sure you're not 
running faster than you need to and you're not wearing the car out, which is really the most important thing, because 



the for the win really race starts that last half hour. You are trying to get yourself in a good position, whichever driver 
ends up in that last hour, give them a car that is in a position to win and where they can push ten-tenths if it comes to 
that. Last year there were four cars fighting for the victory in the last hour and everyone was pushing very hard at the 
end and they had the cars to do that.” 
 
AJ Allmendinger No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley 
“I love coming back and racing for Mike-he’s one of those real racers and his team is great. You can see the passion 
he has for it in how his team executes. I am excited for him and this team, with the line up that he has for the full 
season I think they are going to be really strong all year long. We finished second in this race the first year, and we’ve 
had the opportunity to win it every year since. I see both cars contending for victory, and hopefully the six car can do 
that. It’s exciting for me to be with Ford here in the Daytona Prototypes because now I’m with them in Cup so I hope 
to start the year off well for them and score well here in the 24.”  
 
Burt Frisselle No. 60 Crown Royal Extra Rare Ford-Riley driver 
“The relationship with Michael Shank Racing and AIM Autosport has always been a  strong one, we’ve been able to 
share information and work together so this is great. For me, this is a kind of second home to be racing with Mike 
Shank. I love racing for this team. It also is a great way for Mark Wilkins and I to get excited about racing with AIM 
again at Homestead so hopefully we can start the season off strong here and try to help get Ford a Championship at 
the end of the season.” 
 
Mark Wilkins, No. 60 Crown Royal Extra Rare Ford-Riley driver 
“I have to thank Mike Shank—this is a fantastic team, one that I grew up watching when he ran Ken Wilden in 
Atlantics when I was just a kid and they had so much success. It is a real pleasure to be here with these co-drivers, to 
be the new guy here. Everyone is great, you just slot into the car, do your job and get going. It’s a great environment 
for the drivers and I think we have a great shot at it this year. All the ingredients are in place, we just have to execute 
well, and get a little good racing luck along the way!” 
 
Mark Patterson, No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley 
“Running the Rolex 24 with the caliber of competition that the race always attracts is a tremendous thrill. It can break 
your heart when the race doesn’t go the way you hoped it would, but it can also be an amazing feeling to make it to 
the podium. We’ve experienced both those outcomes and certainly are focused on getting back on the podium! This 
is a great line up, with both these cars. If we get to the podium, I have no objection to what position where they are 
behind us! We’ve raced against each other in several different series--None of us is a stranger—I met Ozz through 
John, so we all work well together. Having worked with Ozz these last few years I will tell you-watch out for John Pew 
this year!  
 
No. 60 Crown Royal XR Ford-Riley 
John Pew        Florida            1 Rolex Series win (MMP/2008)         
Ozz Negri        Miami, FL        2 Rolex Series win (MMP/2006, NJMP, 2008)     
Mark Wilkins        Rolex 24/Daytona    2 Rolex Series win(Montreal,Watkins Glen/2008)     
Burt Frisselle        Rolex 24/Daytona    Best finish-P3/Homestead Miami Speedway 
 
No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley 
Brian Frisselle         Aspen, CO        4 Rolex wins-(Montreal, Watkins Glen, DIS, Montreal) 
Michael Valiante    Full Season Driver    1 Rolex win-(Infineon/2008) 
Mark Patterson        Rolex 24/Daytona    2 Rolex wins-(MMP/2006, NJMP/2008) 
AJ Allmendinger    Rolex 24/Daytona    Best Rolex Finish-2nd/Rolex 24 2006 
 
Additional information:  www.michaelshankracing.com 

www.sundaymanagement.com 
  

 
About Michael Shank Racing: 
Based in Columbus, Ohio, Michael Shank Racing was formed in 1989 when Mike Shank first 



began driving racing cars professionally. Shank retired from the cockpit in 1997 to focus his efforts on running the 
team, which quickly found success in the Champ Car Toyota Atlantic Championship. With several race wins under his 
belt, Shank was named as Team Owner of the Year twice in four years. Michael Shank Racing joined the Rolex 
Sports Car Series in 2004 as the team proved as quick in endurance racing as in the sprint formula car format. 
 Michael Shank Racing scored a debut Rolex Series win in 2006 at Miller Motorsports Park, and fans selected the 
victory as the 2007 Rolex “Moment of the Year.”  After opening the 2008 season with a front-row sweep of the Rolex 
24 At Daytona, the team closed out the year taking wins in the final two races of the year.  

 
 
About Crown Royal Canadian Whisky:  

Crown Royal Canadian whisky is the number one selling Canadian whisky brand in the US by 
value and has a tradition as long and distinctive as its taste. Specially blended to commemorate a 
grand tour of Canada made by King George VI and Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain in 1939, 
Crown Royal Canadian whisky’s smooth, elegant style reflects its aristocratic origins and is 

considered the epitome of Canadian whisky.   
 
For more information visit www.crownroyal.com.   

 
 It’s about quality, not quantity.  

 
About Diageo:  

Diageo (Dee-AH-Gee-O) is the world's leading premium drinks business with an outstanding collection of beverage 
alcohol brands across spirits, wines and beer categories. These brands include Johnnie Walker, Guinness, Smirnoff, 
J&B, Baileys, Cuervo, Tanqueray, Captain Morgan, Crown Royal, Beaulieu Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards 
wines.   Diageo is a global company, trading in more than 180 countries around the world. The company is listed on 

both the New York Stock Exchange (DEO) and the London Stock Exchange (DGE). For more information about 
Diageo, its people, brands and performance, visit us at http://www.diageo.com.  For our global resource that 
promotes responsible drinking through the sharing of best practice tools, information and initiatives, visit 

DRINKiQ.com.   Celebrating life, every day, everywhere, responsibly. 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