
 

Brian Frisselle Takes Fifth on Mid-Ohio Grid for 
Michael Shank Racing  
 

Michael Shank Racing Media Contact:   

Matt Cleary, Sunday Group Management  

media@sundaymanagement.com  

317.908.2975 (mobile) 

 

Tune In: SPEED, Saturday 1:00 PM ET 

 

 LEXINGTON, OH (18 June 2010)-Hundreds of man-hours and countless sacrifices later, Michael Shank 

Racing’s relentless recovery from a devastating fire reached a new benchmark on Friday afternoon as 

Brian Frisselle qualified the No. 6 Ford-Dallara fifth for Saturday’s EMCO Gears Classic at Mid-Ohio 

Sports Car Course.  

 

The effort marked the culmination of a tremendous amount of effort--with much still to come ahead--for 

the home team as the Columbus-based organization showed strength in its first day of running with the 

Dallara chassis mated to Ford power. Frisselle’s fast lap time, set on his final flying lap of the 15-minute 

qualifying session, was just over .4-seconds off of the record-setting pole time.  

 

“The guys have worked massive hours to even be ready to go here this morning, and it showed this 

afternoon,” said Frisselle. “We didn’t unload like we were hoping to, but we just kept working at it to make 

the car better. There is so much we need to learn still, but to do this in our first day running this car is 

really impressive from Michael Shank Racing. I want to thank Dallara and Ford for helping us get to this 

point and hopefully we can keep learning more tomorrow and bring home a good result.” 

 

The qualifying outing netted strong results for both Michael Shank Racing Daytona Prototype entries, as 

John Pew also kept sharpening his times late in the session to once again place the No. 60 Crown Royal 

XR Ford-Riley in the top ten with his quick time of 1:19.811-seconds slotting him into the fifth row.  

 

“The Crown Royal car was good and just kept getting better through the session even though I think the 

track was getting pretty slick in this heat,” said Pew. “It felt pretty greasy in the esses! But it was pretty 

manageable and I think if we can keep working on getting the power down, we’ll be in very good shape. I 

know Ozz is going to like racing this car tomorrow, we’ve got a very good platform this weekend.” 

 

Despite the team’s fondness for the 2.25-mile circuit north of Columbus, the track where the organization 

first coalesced has not historically been a kind one to the team in Rolex Sports Car Series competition. 

The qualifying result marked the second best grid spot in team history at the track, and brought some 

stout smiles to the Michael Shank Racing pits as the team has rallied to make the most of a challenging 



situation. 

 

“Brian did an outstanding job today,” said team owner Mike Shank of one of the hardest-fought fifth place 

qualifying efforts in recent history. “He got everything I think he could out of this car today. The team has 

worked so hard since the moment we got the car back from the fire. So to come out and be this close to 

the pole time in our very first day with the Dallara is outstanding. I’m very pleased with the progress we 

made today because after the first session, we just were not where we thought we’d be. But we got better 

and we’re going to get better still--we have another warm-up tomorrow to keep trying new things and 

learning about this Dallara. I want to thank Luca Bergianti (Dallara engineer) for being here and 

supporting us this weekend.  And with how strong the Crown Royal car is running and the great job John 

once again did in qualifying, I just can’t describe the relief I feel right now.”  

 

Saturday will be another busy day for the team, with team owner Mike Shank conducting pit tours for 

some VIP guests from Ford Motor Company, drivers taking in drivers meetings as well as an autograph 

session, one final practice session, and then a pre-race grid walk ahead of the scheduled 5:00 PM ET 

green flag. SPEED will carry the race live.  

 

Source: www.michaelshankracing.com 

www.sundaymanagement.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

About Michael Shank Racing: 

Based in Columbus, Ohio, Michael Shank Racing was formed in 1989 when Mike 

Shank first began driving racing cars professionally. Shank retired from the cockpit in 

1997 to focus his efforts on running the team, which quickly found success in the Champ Car Toyota 

Atlantic Championship. With several race wins under his belt, Shank was named as Team Owner of the 

Year twice in four years. Michael Shank Racing joined the Rolex Sports Car Series in 2004 as the team 

proved as quick in endurance racing as in the sprint formula car format.  Michael Shank Racing scored a 

debut Rolex Series win in 2006 at Miller Motorsports Park, and fans selected the victory as the 2007 

Rolex “Moment of the Year.”  After opening the 2008 season with a front-row sweep of the Rolex 24 At 

Daytona, the team closed out the year taking wins in the final two races of the year.  

 

 

About Crown Royal Canadian Whisky:  

Crown Royal Canadian whisky is the number one selling Canadian whisky brand in 

the US by value and has a tradition as long and distinctive as its taste. Specially 

blended to commemorate a grand tour of Canada made by King George VI and 

Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain in 1939, Crown Royal Canadian whisky’s smooth, elegant style reflects 

its aristocratic origins and is considered the epitome of Canadian whisky.   

 

For more information visit www.crownroyal.com.   



 

 It’s about quality, not quantity.  

 

About Diageo:  

Diageo (Dee-AH-Gee-O) is the world's leading premium drinks business with an outstanding collection of 

beverage alcohol brands across spirits, wines and beer categories. These brands include Johnnie 

Walker, Guinness, Smirnoff, J&B, Baileys, Cuervo, Tanqueray, Captain Morgan, Crown Royal, Beaulieu 

Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards wines.   Diageo is a global company, trading in more than 180 

countries around the world. The company is listed on both the New York Stock Exchange (DEO) and the 

London Stock Exchange (DGE). For more information about Diageo, its people, brands and performance, 

visit us at http://www.diageo.com.  For our global resource that promotes responsible drinking through the 

sharing of best practice tools, information and initiatives, visit DRINKiQ.com.   Celebrating life, every 

day, everywhere, responsibly.  

 


