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DANVILLE, VA (24 April March 2010)-Round four of the 2010 GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series at 

VIR will not be remembered fondly by Michael Shank Racing after a series of bad luck racing incidents 

made for a disappointing race day outing despite valiant efforts with both team Daytona Prototype 

entries.  

 

Michael Shank Racing’s No. 60 Crown Royal XR Ford-Riley entered the race weekend second in the 

team championship, but race results will see the team fall one spot to third ahead of round five at Lime 

Rock Park on Memorial Day.  

 

Contact with a GT class machine early in the going for John Pew, who got the race off to a fast start after 

once again qualifying in the top ten, compromised the outing as the suspension was severely damaged, 

costing a significant amount of time for repairs. But the hard work of the team saw the No. Crown Royal 

XR back on track to close out the race as both Ozz Negri and Pew scored championship points on the 

day.  

 

The No.6 The Pit Stop at Morris Lake opened with a run in the top four with Brian Frisselle behind the 

wheel. Unfortunately midway through his stint,  the bad luck transferred from one team car to the other as 

Frisselle was caught out by the sister machine as it circulated slowly following the incident. The ensuing 

off-course run forced Frisselle into the pits for a radiator clearing.  

 

The four-time Rolex race winner fought hard to make up the lost ground as he moved up to sixth before 

turning the car over to Valiante to take it to the finish. The Canadian struggled with a set of tires that were 

out of spec, costing him time as his stint wore on. A late race yellow gave him the chance to take on a 

different set, which performed back to the teams expectations. Unfortunately, the lost track time mean 

that the car was  only credited with a seventh place finish. 

 

“This was just a tough day all around for us, and not the kind of weekend we were hoping for,” said team 

owner Mike Shank. “One of the harder races to take, really and this will hurt the Crown Royal car in the 

points. But we are looking forward to learning as much as we can next week at Lime Rock Park and we’ll 

look to make the most of that track time to be ready for the next round.” 

 



“I’m just really disappointed today because the car was very good, and we were just in fuel conservation 

mode and keeping the leaders in sight the first stint,” said Frisselle. “I thought there was a hole there 

(when coming up to the No. 60 Crown Royal XR), but I ended up having to go off track so we lost a lot of 

time. It’s disappointing because the car was good in the opening stages and then again at the end of the 

race but we just don’t have the results to show for it today.” 

 

“I can’t thank the team enough for the effort they put in to get the car back on track for me to get the 

points today,” said Negri. “They dug really deep to make that happen. Any other team in the world would 

have called it quits but not these guys. Not the day we wanted, but I am still proud to be a part of this 

team.” 

 

“The first set of tires I had were fine initially, but then they fell off so much that there was just nothing I 

could do,” said Valiante. “We came in and got a different set and the car was fast again, but we’d lost a 

lot of track positions doing so. There was a lot of very aggressive driving right there at the end, as you 

would expect in Rolex racing, and we were lucky to not get involved in anything. Hopefully we can be 

stronger the next time out.” 

 

“I came up on a GT car, and I really wasn’t trying to be aggressive or make a move, but he moved to the 

right so I thought he was giving me the line through the corner,” said Pew. “But at the last second, he 

turned right into me. It’s a shame because I was really happy with the car and I think we had a strategy 

that would have been very good at the end of the day. But I’m looking forward to driving the Crown Royal 

XR car at Lime Rock Park, and hopefully we can have a little  bit better luck there.” 

 

Michael Shank Racing will test at Lime Rock Park ahead of participating in a media event  in New York 

City this week. 
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About Michael Shank Racing: 
Based in Columbus, Ohio, Michael Shank Racing was formed in 1989 when Mike 

Shank first began driving racing cars professionally. Shank retired from the cockpit in 

1997 to focus his efforts on running the team, which quickly found success in the Champ Car Toyota 

Atlantic Championship. With several race wins under his belt, Shank was named as Team Owner of the 

Year twice in four years. Michael Shank Racing joined the Rolex Sports Car Series in 2004 as the team 

proved as quick in endurance racing as in the sprint formula car format.  Michael Shank Racing scored a 

debut Rolex Series win in 2006 at Miller Motorsports Park, and fans selected the victory as the 2007 

Rolex “Moment of the Year.”  After opening the 2008 season with a front-row sweep 

of the Rolex 24 At Daytona, the team closed out the year taking wins in the final two 

races of the year.  

 



 

About Crown Royal Canadian Whisky:  

Crown Royal Canadian whisky is the number one selling Canadian whisky brand in 

the US by value and has a tradition as long and distinctive as its taste. Specially 

blended to commemorate a grand tour of Canada made by King George VI and 

Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain in 1939, Crown Royal Canadian whisky’s smooth, elegant style reflects 

its aristocratic origins and is considered the epitome of Canadian whisky.   

 

For more information visit www.crownroyal.com.   

 

 It’s about quality, not quantity.  

 

About Diageo:  

Diageo (Dee-AH-Gee-O) is the world's leading premium drinks business with an outstanding collection of 

beverage alcohol brands across spirits, wines and beer categories. These brands include Johnnie 

Walker, Guinness, Smirnoff, J&B, Baileys, Cuervo, Tanqueray, Captain Morgan, Crown Royal, Beaulieu 

Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards wines.   Diageo is a global company, trading in more than 180 

countries around the world. The company is listed on both the New York Stock Exchange (DEO) and the 

London Stock Exchange (DGE). For more information about Diageo, its people, brands and performance, 

visit us at http://www.diageo.com.  For our global resource that promotes responsible drinking through the 

sharing of best practice tools, information and initiatives, visit DRINKiQ.com.   Celebrating life, every 

day, everywhere, responsibly. 

 


