
 

Michael Shank Racing Looking Forward to 
Bosch Engineering 250 at VIR  
 
Quick hits: 
 

Michael Shank Racing/Championship Standings:                       

 P2 (81 points) No. 60 Crown Royal XR Ford-Riley                  

 P7T (69 points) No. 6 The Pit Stop at Norris Lake Ford-Riley  

 Valiante on pole@VIR, 2008  

 Pew qualified 7th@VIR, 2009, Finished 2nd (W/Valiante)  

 Frisselle a ‘local’ racer after having raced at area NASCAR short tracks 

Michael Shank Racing at VIR/2009: 

 No. 6 P2 (Pew+Valiante)  

 No. 60 P6 (Negri+Patterson 

Tune in to the Bosch Engineering 250 on SPEED Saturday, April 24 at 2:00 p.m. ET 

 

COLUMBUS, OH  (20  April 2010)-Virginia International Raceway will play host for round four of the 2010 

GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series presented by Crown Royal championship this Saturday as Michael 

Shank Racing looks to return to the podium once again at the natural terrain road course just down the 

road from Danville, Virginia. 

 

John Pew and Oswaldo Negri will team in the No. 60 Crown Royal XR Ford-Riley combination, and the 

duo enter the race weekend holding second place in the Rolex Sports Car Series Team Championship 

points standings after a strong second place finish at Barber Motorsports Park. 

  

The No. 6 The Pit Stop at Norris Lake Ford-Riley will be shared by Michael Valiante and Brian Frisselle, 

two drivers with strong previous performances at VIR on their resume. Valiante and Pew combined for a 

run to second place at the track last year, and the Canadian hotshoe scored pole for the race in 2008. 

 

“I’m really looking forward to going back to VIR this weekend,” said Valiante. “It’s a great facility, a 

beautiful place for us to race. We came very close to winning that race last year and I think everyone on 

the team is looking forward to going to that track. With Brian on board this year, I think we have a great 

driver line-up and we have a good chance to do well again there this weekend.” 

 

While the move to second in the championship ratchets up the pressure for the entire organization, it 

won’t change anything in Pew’s approach as he prepares for his third career Daytona Prototype start at 



VIR. 

 

“Last year when we raced at VIR, it was the first race we had run in several months,” said Pew, who 

scored 7th on the grid in qualifying at the track last year. “But this year we already have three races under 

our belts, and some good momentum so we will just try to keep doing what we have been doing. This 

track is very challenging--there is so much elevation change, and several fast, blind corners, and then 

corners where you have to be so patient. But that’s what makes it such a highlight for the drivers because 

to put a fast lap together at VIR, you have to work hard for it!” 

 

Pew’s co-driver Negri has posted some tremendous drives through the years at VIR, although his results 

have been compromised by some bad racing luck at the track as the Miami resident looks to improve on 

his career-best finish of 6th at VIR. 

 

“There have been some races where we cut a tire, or got knocked off track early, and we’ve had to really 

charge to the finish there,” said Negri. “So we just want to make sure we avoid any of that bad luck and 

be there to fight at the finish on Saturday. Finishing second at Barber was a great result, and we just want 

to keep fighting to be on the podium and hopefully be on the top step soon. Michael Shank Racing 

usually has a very fast car at VIR, and both sides of this team are communicating and working very well 

together so hopefully we have a good weekend and can keep a good position in the points.” 

 

The VIR track is a bit of a homecoming for Frisselle, after he lived for some time in Virginia as he tested 

the waters in the NASCAR stock car racing world with some short track racing exploits. While he’s 

returned to focus full-time on the Rolex Sports Car Series, he is still looking forward to being back in the 

southern region ahead of Saturday’s race.  

 

“After racing at Barber, I’m happy we get the chance to turn around and go back right back to racing 

again this weekend at VIR,” said Frisselle, who set a top-ten time in qualifying for VIR last year on his 

way to third in the championship standings. “The track is one that makes you work for a good lap time, 

but I’m very optimistic about the weekend. Michael has had some very good runs there as well, so we 

just want to get a quick start to the weekend and hopefully make some ground up in the championship.” 

 

With just two days of on-track running, the weekend will indeed be a quick one for the Rolex Sports Car 

presented by Crown Royal teams. 

 

“With the schedule that we have this weekend, it’s going to be even more more important than usal to roll 

off the truck with a fast car because there isn’t much opportunity to recover if you are off the mark with 

your set-up,” said team owner Mike Shank. “But we are confident about our chances this weekend, and 

we know that we’ll have several races this year where being fast right out of the gate will be critical. It was 

good for us to get the Crown Royal XR car up in the points at Barber. We’d certainly would like to make 

up some ground to the 01 car and in the championship and hopefully we can be a little bit stronger with 

the No. 6 car as well this weekend.” 

 

The Bosch Engineering 250 will be carried on SPEED starting at 2:00 PM ET. 

 

Friday, April 23 



     

8:00 AM    8:30 AM    Practice – VW Jetta TDI Series 

    8:40 AM    9:20 AM    Practice – Continental Tire Challenge Combined 

    9:30 AM    10:00 AM    Practice – Rolex Series GT 

    10:00 AM    11:00 AM    Practice – Rolex Series Combined 

    11:00 AM    11:30 AM    Practice – Rolex Series DP 

    11:40 AM    12:15 PM    Practice – Continental Tire Challenge Combined 

    12:25 PM    1:05 PM    Qualifying - VW Jetta TDI Series (Session #1) 

    1:15 PM    1:45 PM    Practice – Mazda MX-5 Cup 

    1:55 PM    2:25 PM    Practice – Ford Racing Mustang Challenge 

    2:35 PM    2:50 PM    Practice – Rolex Series Combined 

    2:50 PM    3:20 PM    Practice – Rolex Trueman/Akin Award Participants Only  

    3:30 PM    4:00 PM    Qualifying– VW Jetta TDI Series (Session #2)     

    4:10 PM    4:25 PM    Qualifying - Rolex Series DP 

    4:35 PM    4:50 PM    Qualifying – Rolex Series GT 

    5:00 PM    5:15 PM    Qualifying – Continental Tire Challenge GS 

    5:25 PM    5:40 PM    Qualifying – Continental Tire Challenge ST 

    5:50 PM    6:20 PM    Practice – Ford Racing Mustang Challenge 

    6:30 PM    7:00 PM    Qualifying –Skip Barber National Series presented by Mazda 

            (Race #1) 

 

Saturday, April 24 

    8:00 AM    8:20 AM    Qualifying – Ford Racing Mustang Challenge 

    8:30 AM    8:50 AM    Final Practice – Rolex Series Combined 

    9:00 AM    9:45 AM    Race #1 – Skip Barber National Series presented by Mazda 

    9:30 AM    10:15 AM    Rolex and Continental Driver Autograph Session at Team Transporters 

    10:00 AM        Race #1 – VW Jetta TDI Series  

    11:15 AM        Rolex Series Pre Race/Fan Walk/Recon Laps 

    12:00 PM        START – Bosch Engineering 250 for the Rolex Sports Car Series (2.75 hrs) 

    3:30 PM        START – Continental Tire Challenge Race (2.5 hrs) 

 

 

 

About Michael Shank Racing: 
Based in Columbus, Ohio, Michael Shank Racing was formed in 1989 when Mike 

Shank first began driving racing cars professionally. Shank retired from the cockpit in 

1997 to focus his efforts on running the team, which quickly found success in the Champ Car Toyota 

Atlantic Championship. With several race wins under his belt, Shank was named as Team Owner of the 

Year twice in four years. Michael Shank Racing joined the Rolex Sports Car Series in 2004 as the team 

proved as quick in endurance racing as in the sprint formula car format.  Michael Shank Racing scored a 

debut Rolex Series win in 2006 at Miller Motorsports Park, and fans selected the victory as the 2007 

Rolex “Moment of the Year.”  After opening the 2008 season with a front-row sweep 

of the Rolex 24 At Daytona, the team closed out the year taking wins in the final two 

races of the year.  

 



 

About Crown Royal Canadian Whisky:  

Crown Royal Canadian whisky is the number one selling Canadian whisky brand in 

the US by value and has a tradition as long and distinctive as its taste. Specially 

blended to commemorate a grand tour of Canada made by King George VI and 

Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain in 1939, Crown Royal Canadian whisky’s smooth, elegant style reflects 

its aristocratic origins and is considered the epitome of Canadian whisky.   

 

For more information visit www.crownroyal.com.   

 

 It’s about quality, not quantity.  

 

About Diageo:  

Diageo (Dee-AH-Gee-O) is the world's leading premium drinks business with an outstanding collection of 

beverage alcohol brands across spirits, wines and beer categories. These brands include Johnnie 

Walker, Guinness, Smirnoff, J&B, Baileys, Cuervo, Tanqueray, Captain Morgan, Crown Royal, Beaulieu 

Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards wines.   Diageo is a global company, trading in more than 180 

countries around the world. The company is listed on both the New York Stock Exchange (DEO) and the 

London Stock Exchange (DGE). For more information about Diageo, its people, brands and performance, 

visit us at http://www.diageo.com.  For our global resource that promotes responsible drinking through the 

sharing of best practice tools, information and initiatives, visit DRINKiQ.com.   Celebrating life, every 

day, everywhere, responsibly.  

 


