
AIM Autosport announces driver lineup for final race 
Cristiano da Matta joins Frisselle and Wilkins in the No. 61 Ford Riley 

 

Millville, NJ (08.31.2008) AIM Autosport today announced their driver lineup for 

the SunRichGourmet.com 1000 presented by The Grand and Little America 

Hotels at Miller Motorsport Park in Tooele, Utah. Joining Brian Frisselle and Mark 

Wilkins in the Exchange Traded Gold No. 61 Ford Riley will be 2002 CART 

champion Cristiano da Matta. Making his return to racing in May 2008, da Matta 

drove a Riley Daytona Prototype at Laguna Seca Raceway. 

  

The Brazilian began his career in the Championship Auto Racing Team (CART) 

series in 1999. Over seven seasons he compiled 101 starts recording twelve 

wins, seven poles and twenty podium results. In 2003, da Matta joined Toyota 

Formula One and scored ten championship points. He would leave the Formula 

One circuit in 2004 after twenty-eight career races and return to the Champ Car 

World Series in 2005. 

  

“I am very happy to be with AIM Autosport for the final race,” said da Matta from 

his home in Brazil. “The team has been very strong all season and I am looking 

forward to driving with Mark and Brian. I think it will be a lot of fun to run with 

drivers who have such focus.”  

 

The entire team is excited about having da Matta in the paddock at Miller 

bringing a wealth of technical expertise about setup and race craft.  

 

Brian Frisselle commented, “It is quite amazing to have Cristiano in the car. 

Growing up, I always admired Formula One and had that as a goal. To be driving 



alongside a former F1 driver is really very exciting. This is a real step forward for 

the team.” 
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Mark said, “Excitement aside, I expect we can learn a lot from having someone 

with Cristiano’s vast experience in the car and in the pit. I have to say though, it 

is a thrill to be teamed with a champion driver in what is an important race for us.”  

  

AIM Autosport has recorded three straight podiums including the team’s 

inaugural win at the Montreal 200 followed one week later with a win at Watkins 

Glen. The team has led nine of eleven races so far this season and all of its 

drivers have led a race. New Jersey Motorsport Park marks the team’s third pole 

2008.  

  

AIM Autosport Facts: 

Established in 1995, AIM Autosport has a mandate to identify, train and manage 

emerging motorsport talent. AIM has provided many young drivers with a solid 

foundation on which to build a career in professional racing. The success of the 

AIM driver development programs has been achieved through the dedication of 

our employees and the ongoing support of our commercial and technical 

partners. Away from the track, AIM Autosport serves the needs of the racing 

community with a purpose-built preparation shop situated in the Toronto suburb 

of Woodbridge, Ontario. AIM fields the Exchange Traded Gold #61 Ford-Riley 

Daytona Prototype in the Rolex Grand Am series with drivers Mark Wilkins and 

Brian Frisselle. The team also competes in the Star Madza Championship 

presented by Goodyear with John Edwards at the wheel of the #7 Formula 

Mazda. 
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