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Brian Frisselle Makes His Debut in the Star Mazda Series at the Sebring 24-Hour
Sebring, FL (March 18-19, 2004) Brian Frisselle, one of two new drivers for G&W Motorsports, made his debut in the 2004 Star Mazda Series this weekend at Sebring International Raceway.  Driving the #15 Ventura Travel Services sponsored Pro Formula Mazda car, Frisselle was immediately impressive, setting the fastest lap times in all three practice sessions on Monday. Frisselle continued to drive strong throughout the week, running in P1 and P2 in the majority of the practice sessions.  Thursday morning’s practice was no exception, as Frisselle posted the fastest lap of the session, a 2:01.242. “I am absolutely thrilled with how well everything is going this week,” Frisselle stated. “Our team has had very little time to test, as we just had the cars put together last week, so to come out so strong at our first race is awesome.  G&W is clearly a top level team, and I am confident that we will be very competitive this season.”
The young rookie from Hawaii executed an impressive performance in Friday morning’s qualifying session, posting a lap time of 2:00.110 and claiming a P2 position on the grid for the race after sitting on the pole for much of the session.  “I was hoping to claim the pole position,” said Frisselle, “but P2 is a great place to start.  I am looking forward to what should be a great race, and feel confident that I can challenge for a victory.”
Young Frisselle had a brilliant start in Friday’s race, immediately claiming the lead from #19 Dan Di Leo.  Before the field had reached turn seven, the talented rookie from Hawaii had put an impressive two car lengths between he and P2.  Frisselle’s race was brought to an end, however, when Michael McDowell, who had qualified fourth in his Drive 4 USA/Star Race Cars Mazda, made contact with the back of Frisselle’s car as they entered the hairpin. Frisselle was able to get his damaged G&W prepared machine back to pit lane, where the crew repaired the right rear of the car.  In less than five minutes, Frisselle was back on the track.  Despite a tremendous effort from the G&W crew, the car was severely damaged with a bent sway, and it began to pick up a serious vibration.  In order to prevent further damage to his car, Frisselle decided to retire after having completed a total of thirteen laps.  A clearly disappointed Frisselle stated, “I was very happy with my start, as I got a bit of a jump on Dan and was able to secure the lead by taking a lower line into turn one.  I had a good gap between us going into the hairpin, when I was hit in the rear as I neared the apex.  I quickly realized that my race was over as I could not return my car to the track until the entire field had passed, and once I did, I knew that the car was severely damaged.”  Young Frisselle continued, “After running so well all week, it is very disappointing to be forced to retire so early in the race.  However, my success this week has certainly been encouraging to both myself and my team, and I have no doubt that we will be extremely competitive this season and hopefully we will make a bid for the championship.”  
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